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GREATER SUPPORT URGED FOR CHURCH- 
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Dr. Hollingsworth, whose sermon appears in The Out- 

look Pulpit, page 5, has served the churches whose 

buildings are shown here, in turn: Georgetown, Ky., 

below; Farmville, Va., right; Second, Roanoke, Va., 
lower right. 














Letters to the Editors 





Agrees That Segregation Is Un-Christian 





Dr. Richards Calls for Voluntary 
Segregation as Lesser of Evils 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


IN YOUR ISSUE of January 16, Dr. John 
H. Marion gave his answer to several 
questions which I had asked of him in 
a personal letter. I am grateful to him 
for correcting certain unintentional mis- 
statements contained in his earlier letter 
to you. I wish also to express apprecia- 
tion to him for a clear and courageous 
statement concerning one of the great so- 
cial and religious issues of our time. The 
fine spirit in which he has written and 
the frankness of his declarations seem to 
call for a further word from me, inas- 
much as my name is repeatedly used in 
his article, 

Dr. Marion has confronted the churches 
of America with a real challenge in his 
concluding question: “Is segregation 
Christian?” My answer to that question 
must necessarily be an unequivocal “No.” 
Enforced segregation is not the Christian 
solution to the race problem so far as I 
can now see, and the church cannot afford 
to champion it. A voluntary maintenance 
of the essential separateness of the two 
races, for the good of both and upon a basis 
of equal privilege, may well be both a 
Christian and a desirable solution, but 
only time can tell whether it is possible. 


AT THE SAME TIME that I cannot 
reconcile enforced segregation with the 
teachings of Christ, and therefore feel that 
ultimately it must go, I am of the opinion 
that for some years to come it may be 
the lesser of two evils in our section. The 
immediate enforeed abolition of segrega- 
tion would thrust upon the races a situa- 
tion for which neither is prepared, and 
there is reason to fear that it would re- 
sult in violence and strife far less Chris- 
tian even than segregation. Hence, though 
I agree with Dr. Marion in his major 
thesis, I must repeat the statement of my 
earlier letter: 

“While I believe that Christian prin- 
ciples require of us that we do all in our 
power to remove injustices existing under 
, segregation immediately, I do not 
hold that the immediate [enforced] aboli- 
tion of segregation would be the wisest 
or most Christian solution of the problem 


for either race. If real equality cannot 
be accorded members of the other race 
under segregation”’—and I must agree 
with Dr. Marion that it cannot—‘“then 
Christian principles demand that segre- 
gation must go, but it will have to go 


through a process of education rather than 


by legislative (or judicial) fiat.” 

Such education must increasingly be 
provided by the Christian leaders of both 
races. We dare not be content with the 


atatus quo. 


Ir SHOULD BE EVIDENT from what I 
have written that, though we may differ 
somewhat as to practical procedures, Dr. 
Marion and I are in essential agreement 
as to the moral and spiritual issues in- 
volved in segregation. Insofar as the duty 
of the church in the Sweatt case is con- 
cerned, however, I cannot accept his con- 
clusions. He has apparently not taken 
seriously the major reason given by Dr. 
Alexander and myself for disassociating 
ourselves from the Federal Council's 
friendly brief in that case. I wish to make 
it clear that we stated our constitutional 
objection to the entering of that brief not 
as a method of escape from one issue, but 
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the act of March 38, 1879. 
Richmond 19, Virginia. 


re-entered 
Published weekl 


because we felt that another issue was in- 
volved. 

If we are right in our contention that 
the proper function of the courts is to 
declare and enforce what the law says— 
not what it ought to say—and that any 
alteration of laws ought to come by action 
of our legislative bodies, then the Federal 
Council should not have filed such a brief, 
no matter what the righteousness of its 
cause. Our church has never believed that 
the end justifies the means. In this in- 
stance the means employed is, in our opin- 
ion, constitutionally unjustifiable and ulti- 
mately dangerous. We believe that we did 
right in refusing to associate ourselves 
with this brief. If our representation of 
our church in this instance, or in any 
other, has been contrary to what our Gen- 
eral Assembly would wish, we shall wel- 
come an expression of opinion by that 
body. (Editorial, page 8.) 

J. McDOWELL RICHARDS. 

Decatur, Ga. 


In some respects the 


“discussion” now 
in progress between Drs. Richards and 
Marion is doubtless enlightening, and 


maybe even stimulating. Yet, to me, at 
least, the whole “discussion” so far has 
completely sinned (“missed the mark!”). 
For example, Dr. Marion, presently, poses 
a question fully as misleading as any Dr. 
Richards may have set forth. The ques- 
tion is, says Dr. Marion, “Is segregation 
Christian?” 

Suppose, now, we take a look at that 
question from another angle: If the Negro 
is not ready, generally speaking, for non- 
segregation, then does one have to ignore 
that fact in order to be a Christian? 

To be sure, there are many ways of in- 
terpreting our Lord’s sayings, yet, it 
seems to me no one can escape the fact 
that Jesus himself did not ignore the fact 
that his disciples were unprepared for 
many things he wanted to say to them. 
So, he left them with many things unsaid 
because they were not ready to receive 
them. 

I have not set out to settle this matter; 
but it does seem to me that to carry that 
fact, so apparent in our Lord’s life and 
teachings, forward to its application to 
our present problem of segregation, it will 
lead us ultimately out of the wilderness 


of words and discussions. 
HARRY G. KENNEY. 
Swainsboro, Ga. 
Dr. Richards’ letter and Dr. Marion’s 
letter and article in reply express ad- 


mirably the Number One problem 
us today. 

I have read all three, not once but sev- 
eral times, as I ponder and think. Dr. 
Marion seems to picture the place I want 
to stand. 

Florida is in the throes of an election 
year and the words about Negroes make 
me cringe to think they could be said by 
responsible white people. It makes me 
realize that we must deal with the basie 
issue and Dr. Marion seems to have stated 
it. JT agree with his conclusions. 

ELIZABETH W. (Mrs. L. E.) ALFORD. 

Kissimmee, Fla. 


facing 


Dr. Marion's splendid article regarding 
the basic issue for Christians in race rela- 
tions is surely timely, and he is to be com- 
mended for such a concerned and loving 
presentation of the facts, May they not 
go, unheeded! 

Our Lord Jesus is our Judge, and I have 
no doubt that in the past we have all 
helped to break his heart as he has sought 


10c a copy. 


to teach us the better way to love each 
other. 
THEO. H. SMITH, Jr. 
Louisville, Ky. 


Satisfaction Re: Japan University 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

My attention has been brought to the 
January 16, 1950, issue of THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK, containing your splen- 
did editorial, and the cover page quota- 
tion from “Japan Begins Again.” Also, the 
prominent display given to the action of 
your General Assembly’s Board of World 
Missions in endorsing the University pro- 
ject. I am taking this opportunity of 
thanking you for this help, and express- 
ing my great satisfaction that the Pres- 
byterian Church of the U. S. has joined 
with us in this forward-looking pro- 
Pee. «xs 

JOSEPH C. GREW, 
National Chairman. 
New York, N. Y. 


Steady March Toward Unity 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

At the recent triennial conference of the 
Inter-seminary Movement (held at Rock 
Island, Ill, Dec. 27-January 1), some 
eighty-five students from various branches 
of the Presbyterian and Reformed 
Churches met for fellowship and discus- 
sion. There were students from the United 
Presbyterian Church, the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, the Christian Re- 
formed Church of the Netherlands, one 
from the Reformed Church of France, 


and of course from the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, and the Presbyterian Church, 
US. Interestingly enough the largest 


group present by far was the group from 
the Presbyterian, US, seminaries. 

One of the distinct impressions I re- 
ceived from this meeting was the feeling 
that Presbyterian seminary students (at 
least those present) feel strongly that 
NOW is the acceptable time for real unity 
with our brethren, For us in the Presby- 
terian Church, US, that means a steady 
march toward unity with the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. But in such a group one 
ean feel even more strongly the ties that 
draw together all members of the great 
Reformed branch of the Church Universal. 
I for one pray that the time may soon 
come when the branches of this great body 
of faith shall express in a tangible way 
their existing oneness in Christ. 

ERNEST H. FLANIKEN. 

Richmond, Va. 


Souvenirs for Men 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The souvenir envelopes distributed by 
the American Bible Society at the Atlanta 
Convention were received with many ex- 
pressions of appreciation. Quite a num- 
ber of the men wanted enough for all of 
their men back home, Will you please 
let all those interested know that there 
is a surplus supply of these souvenir en- 
velopes, FREE for the asking as long as 
they last, for Presbyterian men’s groups, 
whether Bible classes, Men’s clubs or what 
have you. 

East of the Mississippi River write to 
this address of the Bible Society. West 
of the River requests should be sent to 
the Rev. Frank W. Langham, 1914 Main 
Street, Dallas 1, Texas. 

I. STUART McELROY, 
District Secretary. 
1538 Central National Bank Bldg., 
Richmond 19, Va. 


More Letters p.7 








as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., undef 
y on Monday at Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 
Telephone 2-9492. 


1 North Sixth Street, 


$4.00 a year. . Foreign postage $1 extra 
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Overtures Request 
Support of ICU by 


Board of Missions 


Two Presbyteries Urge Agency 
Participation in Japan Venture 


Despite the fact that the General As- 
sembly’s Board of World Missions has 
adopted a resolution encouraging the 
establishment of the International Chris- 
tian University in Japan, at least two 
church courts have approved by unani- 
mous vote overtures which ask for par- 
ticipation in the movement. 

Norfolk Presbytery in its mid-winter 
meeting expressed approval of the re- 
cent endorsement of the project but it 
also expressed ‘‘our hope that our 
church may be led to accept full mem- 
bership on the governing board of that 
university.’’ The overture is addressed 
to the Board of World Missions itself. 

In an overture to the General As- 
sembly, the Presbytery of East Hanover 
asks the Assembly to instruct the Board 
to participate in the effort. The over- 
ture reads: 


“In view of the fact that the idea o1 
a Christian university for Japan origi- 
nated within our church, that the move- 
ment seems now on the way to success, 
and that twelve or more of the great 


denominations of America are whole- 
heartedly supporting the plan, East 


Tanover Presbytery respectfully over- 
tures our General Assembly to instruct 
the Board of World Missions to give 
further consideration to this movement 
with a view to a more active partici- 
pation by our church.” 

In its statement on the university, the 
Board explained its hopes for the pros- 
perity and success of the effort but 
declared that other obligations would 
forbid financial or other participation 
(OUTLOOK, Jan. 16). 

Informed persons indicate that finan- 
cial contributions to the university on 
the part of denominational boards are 
not required in order to hold member- 
ship on the Foundation. 


Auburn Chosen for Convention 


Auburn, Ala., is the place and Dec. 
28-31, 1950, the time, for the fourth 
quadrennial youth convention on world 
missions. 

Lamar Williamson, Elkins, W. Va., is 
convention chairman, and H. G. Goody- 
koontz, the Assembly’s director of stu- 
dent work, and John S. McMullen, who 
heads the Assembly’s youth department, 
directors. Among the speakers already 
signed are: K. J. Foreman, Wm. M. 
Elliott, Jr., C. Darby Fulton, and Chas. 
T. Leber. 


Kentucky YP Draft United Program 


Presbyteries Are Voting on Joint US-USA Youth Effort 


Muhlenburg Presbytery in Kentucky, 
approving the uniting of Presbyterian, 
US and USA, youth work throughout the 
state, said, ‘‘The young people are way 
ahead of us.’’ At least they seemed to 
be taking seriously the 1949 General As- 
sembly’s commendation of joint enter- 
prises wherever possible. 

For several years Kentucky Presby- 
terian, US and USA, young people have 
held joint summer conferences with 
great satisfaction all around. Last year 
they decided to take another step and 
unite their full program. Synods at 
Danville last fall approved the idea and 
set up committees to guide the move- 
ment to completion. Presbyteries are 
now voting on the proposition. 


Under the Kentucky plan the over- 
lapping synods are divided into seven 
geographical areas, from Western to 
Eastern. A synod’s council will have 
the usual officers plus moderators of 
each of the seven areas, with advisors 
from the two synods, plus staff repre- 
sentatives. 

Four commissions will be used in the 
areas and are recommended on the con- 
gregational level: Christian Faith, Chris- 
tian Life, Christian Outreach, and Chris- 
tian Comradeship. 

Each area will have its youth council 
with the usual general officers, four 
commission chairmen and  denomi- 
national advisers. These area councils 
will replace the presbytery councils. 








REGISTERING A MILLION WOMEN —Mrs. Ralph J. Bunche, wife of the 


UN mediator, inserts a dollar in an envelope to launch a nationwide program 


to put a million Protestant women on record for Christian unity. 


After- 


wards, she signed an Ecumenical Register of Church Women on which the 
million are to be enrolled. Watching her, left to right, are: Mrs. Ruth Bryan 
Rohde, former U. S. minister to Denmark; Mrs. Harper Sibley, president of 
the United Council of Church Women, sponsors of the registration; Mrs. W. 
Murdoch MacLeod, executive secretary of the Council; and Mrs. B. W. 
Hamilton, chairman of the registration committee——RNS Photo. 








From the Cincinnati meetings 





More Interest and Support Sought 
For Church-Related Colleges 


LANS HAVE BEEN announced for 

an annual National Christian Col- 

lege Week to be observed by 
churches throughout the country on the 
second Sunday after Easter. 

Intended to stimulate interest in 
church-related colleges and to increase 
financial support for them, the obser- 
vance will be ushered in on National 
Christian College Day, April 23, with 
presidents and professors oc- 
cupying church pulpits. 

One of the over-all emphases of the 
week will be on the vital role of church- 
supported colleges in promoting Chris- 
tian and democratic ideals. 

Announcement of the observance was 
made at a meeting of the National Prot- 
estant Council on Higher Education held 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. The council was 
one of several groups which met at Cin- 
cinnati to problems affecting 
church colleges and to consider the place 
of religion in education generally. 


college 


discuss 


Neglecting Religious Needs 


According to one speaker at the coun- 
cil meeting—Paul C. Payne, of Phil- 
adelphia, general secretary of the Pres- 
byterian, USA Board of Christian Edu- 
losing sight of 
because colleges and 
their re- 


Americans 
ideals 
are 


cation are 
Christian 
universities neglecting 
ligious needs. 

Quoting the 
statement that 
ligion will 
scoundrels,’”’ Dr. Payne warned that ‘‘the 
church suffers by having to live in a 
society which is not in sympathy with 
its ideals and Christian leaders increas- 
ingly are from Christian 
ideals.”’ 

Meanwhile, resolutions were adopted 
by the 36th annual meeting of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Education Conference 
affirming that private and church-re- 
lated colleges ‘‘are and must remain an 
essential part of our American democ- 


Duke of Wellington’s 
“education without re- 
race of 


give us a clever 


alienated 


racy. 

“We believe,” the de- 
clared, “that our Christian 
and seminaries 
more generous support from the men 


meeting 
colleges 
must receive much 
and women of America who hold that 
these institutions constitute an indis- 
pensable factor in the preservation of 
America’s spiritual heritage.” 


More Important Than Ever 


That the church-related colleges have 


a more important function than ever 
before was stressed by Otto P. Kretz- 


mann, president of the conference, who 
called obituaries being read over them 


” 


“premature. 


4 


“They are premature,” he said, ‘‘be- 
cause the church-related college creates 
a distinct citizen—sympathetic, spirit- 
ual, critical, non-sectarian. Indeed, the 
tide has turned toward the type of edu- 
cation these colleges represent.” 

Dr. Kretzmann asserted that one of 
the great needs for church-related col- 
leges is to prepare for the battle be- 
tween “the two massive ideologies of 
the world.’’ He said this battle will 
not be fought in the air or on the sea, 
but ‘in classrooms, laboratories and 
libraries, and in the quiet meeting of 
men of thought and faith.” 





No Shoddy Education 


A Methodist educator saw signs of 
a growing relationship between Chris- 
tian colleges and the church, but he 
stressed that academic education must 
be the principal job of the church-re- 
lated school. 

These views were expressed at a 
meeting of the National Association of 
Methodist Schools and Colleges by Good- 
rich C. White, president of the Associa- 
tion, who is head of Emory University, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


“JT am very sure,” he said, “that 
the church cannot afford to offer a 
shoddy education or pretense of edu- 
cation, and then demand support or 
even the right to exist on the ground 
of church loyalty, or even on the basis 
of the fine moral influence of the in- 
stitution.” 


Dr. White added, however, that pri- 
mary concern over education as such 
did not preclude infusing students with 
human sympathy, understanding, and 
high ideals and character, ‘‘as Chris- 
tians interpret such terms and motivate 
the kind of living that embodies and 
expresses them.” 


Danger of Secularization 


At the annual meeting of the As- 
sociation of American Colleges, a warn- 
ing was sounded against church colleges 
becoming secularized. The warning came 
from D. Elton Trueblood, of Earlham 
College, Richmond, Ind., who declared 
that a college isn’t Christian until ‘‘the 
atmosphere of the Christian faith pene- 
trates the entire institution.” 


“The great tradition in the Ameri- 
can college is that of the Christian 
institution,” he told delegates, “but 
church-founded colleges easily may 
become as secular as state universi- 
ties and even more so.” 


A feature of the Association’s meet- 
ing was the appearance of a Roman 
Catholic bishop on the platform. 4}- 
though a predominantly Protestant 
body, the Association had for its re. 
tiring president a Catholic priest, Vin- 
cent J. Flynn, president of St. Thomas 
College, St. Paul, Minn. 

The prelate was Bishop William T. 
Mulloy of Covington, Ky., who advyo- 
cated that colleges teach religion, 
“Quite candidly,” he said, “I want the 
college and the teacher to impart the 
facts and the values of the Christian 
religion, which for me means that the 
knowledge of Christianity will be a part 
of the learning process.” 


No Private Affair 

Another speaker was Conrad Bergen- 
doff, president of Augustana (Lutheran) 
College, Rock Island, Ill., who assailed 
the view that religion is a private matter 
and of consequence only to the indi- 
vidual. Such a view, he said, might 
lead to the infection of American youth 
by the ‘“‘virus of European nihilism.” 


Dr. Bergendoff, who recently re- 
turned from a tour of Europe, said 
that American higher education—all 
American education, in fact—was not 
an intellectual unity, because “God is 
dead in much of modern learning and 
his place taken by a variety of super- 
men,”’ 


He warned that unless the breach is 
healed between religion and learning, 
‘‘we will see a church drawing itself 
further into obscurity, and we will see 
universities producing youths who are 
their own lords and who will lord it 
over one another until they breed revo- 
lution.’’—RNS. 


Hollywood Actress to Drop 
Movies for Church Vocation 


Hollywood. (RNS)—Pretty Collen 
Townsend, a 21-year-old movie ac- 
tress, is planning to give up her mo- 
tion picture career to enter a theo- 
logical college next September. 

Miss Townsend, a member of the 
First Presbyterian church of Holly- 
wood, said she would continue in pic- 
tures until it was time to prepare to 
enter the theological school. 

“But I have come to understand,” 
she said, ‘“‘that my true work is the 
work of the Father, and therefore 
with the church in its efforts to aid 
others.” 

Brown-haired and blue-eyed, the 
actress said she was especially inter- 
ested in working with orphans. 

“T know that in that field I'll find 
true happiness,” she explained, “but 
I do not know as yet whether I will 
teach or become a missionary. That 
will depend upon how I do at col- 
lege.”’ 

Now under contract with Twentieth 
Century-Fox, Miss Townsend has 
just completed making a movie called 

“Willie Comes Marching Home.” 
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The Case Against Pouting Christians 


“And he was angry, and would not 
go in.”’—Luke 15:28. 


OME TIME AGO I talked with a 
minister about a church he once 
served. In discussing the people 

there, I inquired about a particular man. 
“He does not attend church any more,”’ 
he answered. ‘‘They did some remodel- 
ing in the church, and although the con- 
gregation was in favor of it, this man 
was against it. Even though he was an 
elder, he left the church.” 

Since that time, I have heard of a 
man in another church, who for some 
reason had ceased attending services. 
Those who had known him through the 
years thought he was disappointed over 
the results of a church election. Then 
there is the case of a woman who has 
been pouting for years because her pas- 
tor did not call on her. 

Perhaps such things as these are to be 
expected, since people are human, yet 
wherever these attitudes exist, they are 
the despair of any pastor, and the 
scandal of Christianity. The great 
preacher, Spurgeon, used to say of some 
persons: ‘‘They must have been sent 
into the world, not that I might save 
their souls, but that they might dis- 
cipline mine.” 


Purpose: Prevention 

Such a sermon as this might appear 
to be wide of the mark, yet you and I 
are subject to the common weaknesses 
of humanity. So let us hope that this 
message may be preventive in its pur- 
pose. Perhaps it may serve as a spirit- 
ual safeguard so that no one of us will 
ever fall into this shameful sort of thing. 

You are familiar with the parable 
from which the text comes. Often, how- 
ever, we are so pleased when the prodi- 
gal finally gets home, and when his 
father greets him with forgiving love, 
that we miss the remainder of the story 
which was certainly added by Jesus for 
a purpose. We must never overlook the 
message of the entreating father and a 
stubborn son. Consider then, the im- 
portance of the text: ‘‘He was angry. 
and would not go in.” 


Why Do Christians Pout? 


Many times Christians pout because 
of self-centeredness. The language 
used by the elder brother in this story 
betrays his spirit at once. There was 
no inquiry about his own brother, since 
his concern was for himself: ‘Lo, these 
many years do I serve thee... and yet 
thou never gavest me a kid, that I might 
make merry with my friends.” Here 
was a life which was warped because it 
was self-centered. There are some lines 
by Thomas A Kempis in The Imitation 
of Christ, which reveal the danger of 
such a spirit: 
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By A. H. HOLLINGSWORTH, Jr. 
$ 


“Know that the love of thyself 
doth hurt thee more than anything 
in the world. If thou seekest this or 
that, and wouldst be here or there 
to enjoy thy own will and pleasure, 
thou shalt never be quiet nor free 
from care, for in everything somewhat 
will be wanting, and in every place 
there will be some that will cross 
thee. Thou must set out courageously 
and lay the axe to the root that thou 
mayest pluck up and destroy that 
hidden inordinate inclination to thy- 
self and unto all private and earthy 
good.” 


There are other times when pouting 
is rooted in jealousy. We may be jealous 
of the talents of others. Even with all 
his sinning, it is likely that this younger 
brother had a winsome personality. 
Could it be that the elder brother al- 
ways envied him because he made so 
many friends, while he himself had 
none? It is also true that we may be- 
come jealous of the achievements of 
others. There are times in the church 
when one stubborn individual has tried 
to hamper the activities of others be- 
cause he is jealous of their success. The 
people of this type are those to whom 
no idea is good unless they first thought 
of it themselves. 

Jealousy is a deadly thing; it will de- 
stroy every vestige of peace of mind. 
It will make one subject to imaginary 
slights and injuries that have never hap- 
pened. Just as the Scripture says that 
“Saul eyed David from that day for- 
ward,” so this spirit of jealousy will 
make one sensitive. He may come to 
the place where everything that happens 
seems to have in it some bitter, personal 
significance for him. 

Again, there are times when pouting 
is the product of smoldering resentment. 
The phrase, ‘he was angry,’” means 
literally that ‘the burst into a rage.’’ 
If you want to let your imagination play 
on this scene, you can picture this elder 
brother coming in from his day’s labor, 
and the news of what had happened was 


more than he could stand. He may have 
thrown down his scythe, or even kicked 
the dog cringing at his feet. For the 
time being, he was blind to all reason. 
This outburst of rage did not just hap- 
pen—inward resentment had been build- 
ing up for years. The pressure was in- 
creasing all the while, and this was the 
occasion when the emotional explosion 
came. Smoldering resentment may 
cause people to do strange things. It 
is strange how many people make a 
scape-goat of the church. Resentment 
that cannot be expressed in any other 
way is often turned loose on the church, 
or the individual members of it. A man 
who resents a lot of things in his busi- 
ness life, may have to restrain himself 
to hold his job, but this same man may 
fee] that he is at liberty to take it out 
on the church, or on some of its mem- 
bers, or on the pastor. 


“If you like to work in the kind of a 
church 
Like the kind of a church you like, 
You needn’t slip your clothes in a grip, 
And start on a long, long hike. 


“You'll only find what you left behind, 

For there’s nothing that’s really new; 

It’s a knock at yourself when you knock 
your church; 

It isn’t your church, it’s you!” 

Pouting Is Serious 

Pouting is serious because it makes 
one the victim of self-pity. The indi- 
vidual who gets into this frame of mind 
feels that no one appreciates his worth: 
his fellow-Christians misunderstand 
him; perhaps he feels that his pastor 
neglects him. The person who is the 
victim of self-pity is always unhappy: 
he cannot be happy because he wants 
the world to pause and pay homage to 
him. His sense of importance is his un- 
doing, and therefore he is at odds with 
himself as well as others. 

The person who is the victim of self- 
pity will also be useless. He is unfitted 
fcr any constructive service because he 
has never learned the art of getting 
along with others. Such people cheat 
themselves out of worthwhile living, and 
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many of the finer experiences of life. 

One Sunday a woman came to my 
study after the sermon. I had never 
seen her before. She declared that she 
wanted to see me for only a few mo- 
ments, but after forty-five minutes, she 
was stil! berating some of my fellow- 
ministers, and one in particular. She 
felt that he had never paid any atten- 
tion to her, and at last she had re- 
quested her church letter. When it ar- 
rived, she was even more disturbed be- 
cause it was not accompanied by a let- 
ter of regret that she was leaving. In 
the meantime, she had united with an- 
other church, but still she was not happy 
in that relationship. I have not talked 
with her since, and I have forgotten her 
pame, but unless something has hap- 
pered to transform her within, wherever 
she is at this time, she is still pouting 
and miserable. 

Again, pouting is serious because it 
is a repudiation of the sacred ties of 
Christian fellowship. I have an idea 
that this elder brother did not care too 
much for the younger son before he left 
home, else in spite of his own feelings, 
he would have wanted him to come 
home again. It may be that as growing 
boys, they hiked or fished together, but 
one cannot believe that there had ever 
been any close bond of fellowship be- 
tween them. In his outburst of rage, 
this elder son did not even refer to the 
youth as his brother—he spoke of him 
as “this thy son.’’ So far as we know, 
the older brother had lived a respectable 
life. We can assume that he had never 
been drunk; perhaps he never swore, 
neither had he caused his family any 
undue anxiety because of his habits, yet 
his negative goodness was of a type that 
would grate on one’s nerves. 


“To live with saints in heaven 
Is bliss and glory 
To live with saints on earth 


Is—often another story! 


Qn one occasion Jesus said, “By this 
shall all men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples.’’ He went on to say that the 
sign would be our love one for another. 
The family spirit in the church of Jesus 
Christ is the greatest thing this side of 
heaven. The pouting Christian repudi- 
ates these sacred ties that make us one 
in the family of the living God. 


Stifles Spiritual Growth 


A third reason pouting is so serious 
is because it stifles our spiritual growth. 
If we are growing spiritually, we will 
have a depth of compassion for people 
about us. Our growth can also be 
measured by our readiness to forgive 
those who sin, even if we are injured by 
them. If we are growing Christians, 
there must be a willingness to encourage 
those who are seeking to come into a 
new relationship with God. None of 
these spiritual qualities can thrive in a 
heart that is hardened by pouting. 

I have often felt that every church 
ought to have a ‘“‘Peeve Room.” I have 
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never seen one, but I have a few ideas 
about it. It would be in a quiet and 
secluded place. First, one would go into 
a sound-proof room and shut the door. 
There he could say aloud everything 
that was on his mind. If he chose, he 
could call people by any name; say what 
he thought of them; express his deepest 
feelings concerning them. Then, when 
he had everything off his mind, he 
would enter into a second room and shut 
that door. There he would hear a re- 
cording of what he had just said. The 
record would be played over and over 
again, perhaps for several minutes, and 
there would be no way to stop it. Then 
there would be a third room. This one 
would be dimly lighted, and there would 
be nothing in it but a place to kneel, 
and above that place, a picture of Christ, 
with these words beneath it: “Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners, of whom I am chief. If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive our- 
selves, and the truth is not in us. If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins.” 


Disappointment to God 


Finally, the pouting Christian is a 
grievous disappointment to God. The 
Scripture says that “his father came out 
and entreated him.” The language here 
means that he kept on entreating him 


The father was doing everything in his 
power to win the heart of this rebellious 
son. There is no more appealing or 
pathetic picture in all the world thap 
that of an entreating God and a stub- 
born human soul. How disappointed 
God must be in us! We have lived un- 
der his bounty, accepted the benefits of 
his grace through all the years, and yet 
our spirits are often alien to his re. 
demptive love. 

I can almost see it now—the twilight 
shadows have fallen, and the lights 
gleam from the windows of the house, 
There is the sound of happy voices and 
of music; the family will soon gather for 
the banquet; all the servants are in a 
gay and happy mood because the absent 
son has returned home. At the table 
there will be blessed fellowship and joy- 
ous remembrance of dear days long past. 
There will be talk of great days yet to 
come, but there will also be one vacant 
place. Outside, a heart-broken father 
has made love’s last appeal, and in the 
deepening evening shadows, he moves 
toward the house to join the family. 
There are tears in his eyes, and he 
knows the heart-break of rejected love. 
Out beneath the trees there stands a 
bitter, rebellious son, for ‘‘he was angry, 
and would not go in.” 

In the name of a loving God, don't 
ever let it happen to you! 


They Said Something! 


(And we printed it!) 


A Man and a ‘‘Particular Church’’ 


The lack of definiteness is the scourge 
and shame of individual Christianity. 
We can whip ourselves into a lather 
about the badness of general conditions, 
and at the same time remain calm and 
unmoved in the face of a local situation 
which begs for attention and assistance, 

.A man’s Christianity is suspect, to 
say the least, until it manifests itself 
in serious and sacrificial concern for 
the on-going of some “particular 
church.’”—JAMES A. JONES, Dec. 12. 


Greatest Battle Requires Unity 


Why have we failed to see that the 
greatest battle of all—the spiritual cam- 
paign against hate, greed and selfishness 
—requires unity and close fellowship? 

-LUTHER W. YOUNGDAHL, Dec. 12. 


Time to Repent 


It is time some of us nominal Chris- 
tians awakened to our real condition, 
repented of our complicity in the 
world’s guilt, and got right with God! 
—WM. M. ELLIOTT, JR.,—Dec. 12. 


How Many? 


Many of you are officers of Presby- 
terian Let me ask you a 
question: many members have 


churches. 
How 


ever united with a Presbyterian church 
or given their lives to Christ through 
your initiative? How many members? 
Answer just to yourself. And then ask 
yourself: Is that playing fair by the 
Master whom you serve?—-JOHN &. 
BONNELL, Dec. 12. 


No Postponed Answer 


The question, “What think ye or 
Christ?” is urgent business if you are 
in earnest about the investment of your 
life. Indeed, the answer cannot be post- 
poned without affecting not only you 
but other people as well. .To re- 
serve judgment, to put off your verdict, 
means that you delay in giving yourself 
to him in wholehearted commitment. 
—WALLACE M. ALSTON, Dec. 12. 


One Reason for Division 


One reason for the difference between 
us is our lack of consecration. We are 
too far from the cross both north and 
south of the Mason and Dixon Line. It 
is easy for Christians to be divided when 
they are a thousand miles away from 
the cross, but as they get closer to 
the cross they get closer to each other. 
If you and I loved Christ enough it 
would be simply impossible for anything 
to divide us. WILBUR LA ROE, JR. 
Dec. 12. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 











cle 
loc 
for 
an 
pre 


an 
the 


fat 


the 
sel 
ha 
no 
St 


ju: 
set 


br 
re} 
Ca 
ric 
It 
tri 


CC 


tic 


fa 
co 


en 
les 
to 
vis 


cil 


IC 


JA 


his 
ious 
> or 
than 
tub- 
nted 


Ss of 
| yet 
} Te 


light 
ights 
use. 
and 
r for 
in a 
sent 
table 
joy- 
past. 
et to 
cant 
ather 
1 the 
10Ves 
mily. 
d he 
love. 
ids a 
negry, 


don’t 


hurch 
rough 
bers? 
n ask 
y the 
N & 


ye or 
iu are 
f your 
» post- 
r you 
ro re- 
erdict, 
urself 
tment. 
) 


atween 
Ve are 
th and 
ne. It 
1 when 
r from 
ser to 
other. 
ugh it 
rything 
E, JR. 


LOOK 





Not Looking for Differences 


I can find many differences with both 
clergymen and laymen, but I am not 
looking for differences; I am looking 
for those opportunities to synchronize 
and harmonize personalities, churches, 
presbyteries, synods and General As- 
semblies so that we may more efficiently 
and intelligently serve the Lord with 
the consecration that he would want.— 
H. ROE BARTLE, Dec. 12. 


Being a Father Takes Time 


If you’re going to be the kind of 
father a son wants and needs, it takes 
time. .I’m not surprised that when 
the question was put to thousands of 
school children, What would you rather 
have your father do that he is not doing 
now? that they answered like this: 
Stay with me more. Stay at home more. 
It was as if a whole school generation 
just rose up and said, ‘“‘We want to 
see more of our fathers.”—W. TALI- 
FERRO THOMPSON, Dec. 12. 


Soft Christianity 


I can find no convincing proof in my 
own life, or in the lives of most of my 
friends, that we are really dedicated 
to the Christian task. For the most 
part our Christianity has been soft. 

.No renunciations have been nec- 
essary. Too often our lives have been 
indistinguishable from the life of the 
world around us.—C. DARBY FULTON, 
Dec. 12. 


Not in 400 or 1800 Years 


It is true that Protestantism has not 
brought us into Utopia in 400 years. I 
regret it. But neither has the Roman 
Catholic church in four times that pe- 
riod of time. It has been operating in 
Italy, Spain and other European coun- 
tries for more than 1,800 years, and 
with what results!—-W ALTER R. 
COURTENAY, Dec. 19. 


Can the Church Even Say, 
‘*Me Too’’? 


It is true that the ‘‘complete aboli- 
tion” of segregation will call for a lot 
more education than we have had so 
far. But what about the peaceful over- 
coming of segregation at particular 
points? For that, we clearly have 
enough education already. . Count- 
less secular groups and institutions are 


today boldly defending the Negro’s 
tights . .Shall the church never be 


willing, when set a good example by 
these secular agencies, even to say, ‘‘“Me 


too”?-J. H. MARION, Dec. 19. 


Un-Biblical Christianity 
This group [the International Coun- 
cil of Churches] while paying lip tribute 
to the Bible and Jesus Christ, repre- 
sents an un-Biblical Christianity.— 
JOHN A. MACKAY, Dec. 19. 
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“Most Immediately Challenging’ Objective 





Wants Joint Hymnbook 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The most immediately challenging of 
your well chosen “Objectives for 1950” 
(OUTLOOK, Jan. 9) is the last, namely, 
the proposal of a joint hymbook by all the 
Presbyterian churches of America. 

Kindly put my name on any list for pe- 
titioning our Board of Education to hasten 
this project. Not only will it provide us 
with a better hymnbook; it will be a very 
tangible and effective medium of inter- 
church unity. 

JAMES OVERHOLSER. 

Greenwood, S. C. 


@EDITORYS NOTE—In addition, the 
General Assembly’s Permanent Committee 
on Cooperation and Union has appointed 
a special committee to confer with the 
USA church, if a like USA committee is 
appointed, to “explore the desirability and 
feasibility of producing a hymnal to serve 
both churches” (OUTLOOK, Jan. 9), This 
committee would also be interested in the 
feeling of members and leaders of the 
church. 


Meet Regular Needs Before Extras 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Among other letters from Assembly’s 
agencies, our Clerk of Session, just re- 
ceived a letter offering two suggestions, 
one of which is: “If your church has al- 
ready raised its requested quota, couldn’t 
you encourage your people to go “the sec- 
ond mile?” 

Second mile? In Texas on top of the 
regular Assembly’s Asking, we were as- 
signed our part of the Program of Pro- 
gress (a second mile), and then our own 
Synod voted the Mo-Ranch Campaign (a 
third mile), and a conservative guess is 
that 75 per cent of Texas churches are 
raising building funds (a fourth mile— 
and the Sinton Church is one)—each con- 
gregation figuring in all these, because at 
Synod by a large majority (and also West- 
ern Texas Presbytery) the churches ap- 
proved the two long “extra miles.” 

Assembly’s agencies have already re- 
ceived some 160 per cent of their current 
askings for regular and Program of Pro- 
gress up to this date. 

As a pastor, like so many others, I have 
always wrestled with the problem of spe- 
cial offerings. The planned budgeting of 
all causes in advance of the church year, 
seems to me the happiest and wisest solu- 
OM «<< 

Our Board of Annuities and Relief 
openly admits, while it sends out litera- 
ture for the Joy Gift for our aged minis- 
ters, that whatever we receive will not be 
enough for them to “meet the bare neces- 
sities of life,” because the regular allot- 
ment is too low. 

It is not much fun when a little church 
of 48 members gives $75 for the Joy Gift 
knowing that this is not going to do any 
good, 

Here’s my suggestion: Let our execu- 
tives, our experts, the budget makers, take 
care of our own first. At the next Gen- 
eral Assembly, quadruple if necessary the 
budget amount for the M. A. F. so that 
the Joy Gift Fund will be unnecessary. 
If Texas was asked for so much, and gave 
160%, why give the 60% to this cause 
when our fellow ministers in retirement 
are reported to be barely making out. 
Give it to them... 


The trouble is, too many preachers do 
not believe or practice the tithe, semi- 
naries barely touch on stewardship and 
evangelism under pastoral theology, and 
our big men do not write good articles on 
tithing for our church papers and quar- 
terlies. 

Let us all pray and work for a sensible 
approach to our 1950-1951 budgets in every 
court. 

PALMER WM. DELOTEUS. 

Sinton, Texas. 


Home for Aged Is Purchased in N. C. 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


For the past three years there has been 
a quiet campaign among Presbyterians of 
North Carolina for the establishment of 
a home for aged in the synod. 

The cause has been presented in many 
churches and church courts, resulting in 
gifts amounting to more than $150,000. 

A committee from the board of trustees 
has completed a transaction in the pur- 
chase from the High Point College, N. C., 
of a building known as Penny Hall, 
located on a 27% acre tract of land on 
highways Nos. 29 and 70 just outside the 
city of High Point. This building has been 
used as a dormitory for High Point Col- 
lege, and will be remodeled, making it 
safe and comfortable, accommodating 
about 30 guests who will probably be re- 
ceived before the end of the year. 

In 1947, Mrs. Mary Belle Burrus, of High 
Point, left approximately $60,000 trust 
fund with the Wachovia Bank & Trust 
Company, which she desired to be used by 
any religious or fraternal group, for the 
establishment of a home for the aged, to 
be located in or near High Point. 

Since the Presbyterians are endeavor- 
ing to establish such an institution in this 
area, the executors of her estate gave a 
commitment of the $60,000 legacy to the 
Presbyterians. This explains why the 
home is to be located near High Point, 
rather than in Greensboro, as first planned. 

Another legacy of $43,000 has been left 
by Mrs. Caroline E. Ford, with the trustees 
of the Lexington Presbyterian Church. 
This sum will be given to the Presbyterian 
Home for the Aged, when the amount of 
$250,000 has been raised. Therefore, the 
Board of Trustees are asking the interest 
and help of every Presbyterian in the 
Synod of North Carolina, in raising $50,- 
000 at once, in order that the Lexington 
legacy may be acquired and put to use. 

The institution has a fine board of trus- 
tees, who are greatly interested. Mr. W. 
H. Sullivan, a Presbyterian elder, is chair- 
man of the Board. Associated with him 
on a special committee to arrange for the 
purchase of this property, are R. A. Mc- 
Pheeters and Thornton Brooks, both of 
whom are elders. Mr. Brooks is our at- 
torney. All three of these men have ren- 
dered a valuable service in every detail 
in working out the plans for this purchase 
of property. I have no official connection 
with the institution, but am intensely in- 
terested in seeing the home established 
and well-equipped to care for a forgotten 
class in our church, who may have a haven 
of refuge where they can spend their clos- 
ing years in comfort and security. 

May God move the hearts of our people 
to respond liberally to this Christ-like in- 
stitution, is my prayer. 


R. MURPHY WILLIAMS. 
Greensboro, N. C. 
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EDITORIAL 


Handwriting on the Wall 

In our letters columns we carry Dr. 
Richard’s reply to Dr. Marion’s recent 
question, “Is segregation Christian?” 
His reply, together with Dr. Marion’s 
challenging statement, we believe, form 
an important chapter in the thought of 
our church. 





Here we have two of our 
respected leaders standing boldly forth 
and saying, against the traditions and 
sacredly-held customs of our people, 
that one of the most widespread and 
deeply-entrenched customs of the South 
is positively un-Christian. 

We have long been accustomed to 
having followers in the 
church make a case with Scriptural sup- 
port for almost any of our practices, 
including the way the Negro has been 
treated. But here these honored lead- 
ers stand before the question, “Is segre- 
gation Christian?’ and reply in the lan- 
guage of Dr. Richards, ‘“‘My answer... 
must necessarily be an 
‘No.’ ” 

True, Dr. Richards goes on to explain 
why he feels that voluntarily accepted 
segregation is expedient but he attempts 
to make no case for any who would 
enforce segregation upon others. 
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leaders and 


unequivocal 


We believe that such clear-cut state- 
ments as those of these two men are 
of high importance. Too many of us 
have for too long told ourselves or 
others in effect that after all segrega- 
tion was for the best, it must be ac- 
cording to the will of God. Now we 
see a new courage in saying for all the 
world to hear that this is in violent 
opposition to the will of God and that 
the sooner we square our practices with 
our professed principle the better it will 
be for us and for all. 

No one who understands human cus- 
toms and the deep roots of human na- 
ture can imagine that a 24-hour change 
will some day sweep across our land 
and find the evil totally eradicated. But 
at least it helps to see the handwriting 
on the wall and to know what we have 
sometimes been willing to tell ourselves: 
that its doom is sure and that wherever 
we can work toward its elimination we 
link ourselves with the purposes of God. 


Christianity and Commonsense 


It has long been recognized that the 
border areas of our church have been 
much more favorable toward cooper- 
ation with Presbyterians, USA, than 
have those somewhat removed from per- 
sonal contacts. Kentucky’s young peo- 
ple are demonstrating again their eager- 
ness to present an effective, united pro- 
gram on behalf of Presbyterian young 
people, without regard to such artificial 
designations as “US” or “USA.” (See 
page 3.) 

Other synods are doing something 
like this in other fields—in student 
work, for instance, and in evangelism 
and missions. 

One of our correspondents this week 
(page 7) calls for us to do away with 
one area of non-essential duplication 
and develop or choose a Presbyterian 
hymnal to serve both churches. 

The tide appears to be running faster 
and faster in this direction. On all 
levels new opportunities are being pre- 
sented us, calling for our joint efforts, 
and in more and more areas of our 
church people are seeing such cooper- 
ation and united action not only as 
good Christianity but also as plain com- 
mon sense. 


The Congregation’s 








BUDGET, 1950-51 
Il. A Budget Bears Witness 


Before your budget is completed, look 
it over to see what kind of witness it 
will bear, for, realize it or not, church 
budgets do bear a witness. They in- 
dicate much about where we think the 
real issues are and they demonstrate 
to a remarkable degree whether or not 
we are greatly concerned about or rela- 
tively indifferent to the winning of the 
world to Christ. 

One way to test the budget is on the 
familiar level of how much is to be 
spent here at home and how much out- 
side our city limits. Or, how much 
for local expenses and how much for 
benevolences? 


The budgets of these two churches 
(in, let us say, the 1,000-member 
bracket) bear a dissimilar witness: 

1. (Not taken from any _ record; 
purely hypothetical). This church gaye 
$40,000 last year, as follows: $4,000 for 
benevolences; $11,000 for current ex- 
penses; $20,000 on its building fund; 
and $5,000 for the pastor’s salary. The 
proportion, you observe, is 9-1 with the 
benevolence program coming out at the 
short end. 

2. (From the records.) This church 
with well under 1,000 members and 
with no wealth, gave $35,000: of this, 
$19,000 went to benevolences; $5,500 to 
current expenses; $7,700 to the building 
fund; and $2,800 to pastor’s salary (the 
pastor evidently wasn’t paid enough). 
That is this church’s pattern. The year 
before, it gave $26,640; with $18,000 to 
benevolences, $5,100 to current ex- 
penses, $740 to the building fund, and 

2,800 to pastor’s salary (no, this 
wasn’t enough, but maybe the pastor 
wouldn’t take more). Year after year 
this church’s witness is significantly ex- 
pressive of its far greater concern for 
the total program than for itself. In 
the year when its building needs ad- 
vanced by $7,000, it did the remarkable 
thing of giving $1,000 more to its large 
benevolence budget than it did the year 
before. 

What kind of witness 
church’s budget bear? 


does your 


The Reorganization 





26. WOMAN’S WORK, Continued 


Much of the terminology and organt- 
zation of the church’s Woman’s Work 
had to be revised following adoption of 
the Assembly’s total reorganization 
plan. With the promotion of all the 
agencies cared for under appropriate 
secretaries or chairman in synods, pres- 
byteries and congregations, when these 
agencies were re-aligned there was no 
choice but for this department to be 
re-formed also. 

General officers and circle organiza- 
tions continue as before, but in place 
of the seven “cause secretaries’? there 
are to be seven committees after April 1, 
each with a chairman and other menm- 
bers, the number of committee mem- 
bers varying according to the size of 
the church. Only the committee chair- 
men will be members of the local ex- 
ecutive board. 

The seven committees, with their re- 
sponsibilities, are as follows: 


Spiritual Growth: Bible reading and 
study, prayer, worship, Christian living, 
personal witnessing, fellowship, Sabbath 
observance. 

World Missions: Foreign missions, 
overseas relief and inter-church aid, 
White Cross, ecumenicity. 

Church Extension: Evangelism, home 
missions in presbytery, synod and As- 
sembly; chapels, homes for children and 
aged, radio, Christian relations, Negro 
work, Stillman College, and Christian 
fellowship (including what was formerly 
under pastor’s aid and social activities). 

Education: Family life, including 
Family worship, marriage education, 
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and family reading (church papers, Day 
by Day, Survey, etc.); education in local 
church,, higher education and student 
work, educational institutions of the 
synod. 

Annuities and Relief: Annuities, Min- 
isterial relief, Joy Gift. 


Stewardship: Stewardship, budget, 
Birthday Gift. 
Assembly’s Special Causes: Montreat, 


Assembly’s Training School, American 
Bible Society, Historical Foundation, In- 
terdenominational Work, General Coun- 
cil, Woman’s Work. 

The only addition to the work of anv 
general officer is that the treasurer now 
has responsibility for ordering the liter- 
ature used. 

Staff members of the Board of Wo- 
man’s Work include: Janie W. Mc- 
Gaughey, secretary; Mrs. John L. 


Parkes, assistant 
Quidor, treasurer. 
Directors of four departments are: 
Annie Tait Jenkins, Christian relations; 
Janie McCutchen, spiritual Life and 
evangelism; Mrs. Ben Knox, publica- 
tions; and Mrs. H. Q. Huie, mail orders. 
Field workers include: Mrs. S. H. 
Askew, Bible study; and Mrs. A. L. 
Devarieste, Negro women’s groups. 

In addition, there are five area field 
workers: Mrs. F. L. Cade, Alabama; 
Mrs. W. B. Morrison, Oklahoma; Aline 
Clayton, Georgia; Mrs. Norwood Phelps, 
Florida; and Mrs. C. L. Potts, North 
Carolina. 

NEXT WEEK—Woman’s Work, con- 
tinued. 


secretary; Mary 





IMPERFECT 


MARRIAGES 


3. Abraham, Sarah and Hagar 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





Genesis 16:1-16; 21:9-21. 


OME YEARS AGO, Noel Coward 
~ wrote a ‘‘smart’’ play of which the 

plot was a contented triangle; one 
woman living by turns with two men, 
and everybody satisfied with the ar- 
rangement. All that proves is that you 
can make anything work on paper if 
you have a good typewriter and an ac- 
tive imagination. But in real life, tri- 
angles do not work. The Old Testa- 
ment stories include a number of inter- 
esting experiments in plural marriage; 
but while scarcely any writer of the Old 
Testament definitely condemns polyg- 
amy, and the law, so far from forbid- 
ding it, seems to assume its existence 
as a social pattern, the Old Testament 
does better than condemn polygamy; it 
simply tells stories about polygamists, 
and lets the reader draw his own con- 
clusions. 

It is sometimes thought, by those 
who do not know any better, that while 
an illegal or clandestine triangle is all 
wrong, there might be a happy triangle 
if only everyone would agree to it. If 
the law encouraged, or even permitted, 
if society sanc- 
tioned it, and if the church did not 
frown upon it, such a marriage (it might 
be supposed) would solve many of our 
domestic problems. Might there not be 
many circumstances which would make 
such a marriage just and right? Sup- 
pose, for instance, a man and his wife 
had no children and no prospect of any. 
Could not the man marry a second wife, 
with the full knowledge and consent 
of the first, and perhaps have a child 
to brighten and bless the home? 


E HAVE precisely such a case with 
Abraham, Sarah and Hagar. First 
there was the childless marriage 

of Sarah and Abraham. Then there was 
the presentation of Hagar to Abraham 
by Sarah herself. It is true, that while 
Hagar was technically a concubine, it 
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should be borne in mind that a con- 
cubine was not a disreputable person 
by any means. She was merely a sec- 
ondary wife, of lower social status than 
the regular wife or wives. A concubine 
was below a wife in rank, just as a 
sergeant is below a captain in the army; 
but there was no more disgrace in being 
a concubine than there is in being a 


sergeant. In this particular triangle, 
everything seemed to favor it. The 
Sumerian Law, according to which 


Abraham and his neighbors lived (see 
Wooley’s “‘Abraham’’) sanctioned pre- 
cisely such marriages. Public opinion 
approved them. Abraham himself did 
not propose this second marriage; it 
was not a case of the wandering eye. 
It seems to have been Sarah’s own idea 
in the first place. Hagar was no 
stranger to either of them; she had lived 
in the family, was Sarah’s personal ser- 
vant and Sarah should have known her 
well. Indeed, slave as she techincally 
was, it looked as if Sarah would have 
no great difficulty in keeping her in 
hand if she ever showed signs of in- 
dependence. The motive was of the 
purest; no passion was involved, only 
the desire to provide the family with 
a child. So far as that went, the ex- 
periment succeeded, that is, there was a 
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child and ony one. Furthermore still, 
Abraham was certainly a high-minded 
religious man, and while Sarah and 
Hagar were not (by Christian stand- 
ards) saints, still they were definitely 
believers in God. Surely, if ever a 
domestic triangle could have brought 
happiness and contentment, this one 
would have done so. 

But it did not work. Marriages of 
convenience never do. The reader may 
look up the story for himself. Pride 
and jealously and human nature in gen- 
eral did their work. Family harmony 
was lost, and the new baby of Hagar’s 
was no blessing to the home; even 
though Abraham loved him, Sarah did 
not. Quarrels led to worse things. 
Twice Sarah drove Hagar from home. 
At the last, things came close to murder, 
for Hagar was sent off into the wilder- 
ness without sufficient food or water. So 
far as Abraham knew or Sarah cared, 
Hagar might have died of thirst, and 
the boy Ishmael too. 


BRAHAM’S MARRIAGE to Sarah 

was not a perfect one, even with- 

out Sarah. She did not fully 
understand him and did not share his 
perfect faith. Nevertheless, an imper- 
fect marriage is not to be cured by 
adding one more imperfect person to 
the two already there. The best of 
motives, the most favorable of situa- 
tions, the most unanimous consent, do 
not make a plural marriage a good one. 
God has intended one woman for one 
man, and one man for one woman, and 
all the experiments of the centuries have 
only confirmed what was said in the 
beginning: ‘The two shall be one.” 
Two can become one; but not three. In 
a home, three can be one if they are 
father, mother and child; but not hus- 
band, wife and wife! 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Research Committee Lists Priorities 
And Begins Work on Five Projects 


Studies in several important areas 
were assigned in the recent meeting of 
the research committee of the General 
Council of the Assembly. Members of 
this committee include: J. N. Thomas, 
chairman; Philip Howerton, Thos. P. 
Johnston, Wm. Witherspoon, Thos. K. 
Young, Wm. Childs Robinson. Others 
in the meeting were J. G. Patton, Jr., 
and Bob S. Hodges, General Council sec- 
retaries. 

Five research projects were given 
priority. These, with committee mem- 
bers assigned to them, are: (1) Church 
Courts: a plan for closer cooperation 
between the Assembly, synods, and pres- 
byteries in formulating plans, programs, 
meetings and finances. Howerton and 
Robinson. 

(2) Ministerial 
Patton and Hodges. 

(3) Consideration of the need for ex- 
pert advice in the architectural planning 
and direction of church buildings. No 
assignment. 

(4) Consideration of methods of in- 
doctrination of church members in an 
effort to develop spiritual convictions 
and loyalties. Thomas and Johnston. 

(5) Financial trends in the church, 
including current and bene- 





support: Young, 


expenses 


volences. 
Hodges. 


Witherspoon, Patton and 


Race Relations and Liquor 

The committee recommended to the 
General Council that it express its judg- 
ment that research into the policies of 
the church touching race relations and 
the liquor problem is urgent and vital. 
It suggested that the Division of Chris- 
tian Relations might carry out this re- 
search, and indicated its own willing- 
ness to cooperate. 

A challenging program to succeed the 
Program of Progress and questions re- 
lated to united promotion of the church 
program, the committee said, should be 
left to the General Council’s program 
committee. 

The supply, enlistment and screening 
of ministerial candidates was looked 
upon as of vital importance. When the 
Board of Education takes over this 
phase of work from the Louisville office 
the need for cooperative research on 
this problem will be stressed . 

Statesmanlike plans for the expansion 
and location or new churches, or the re- 
location of established churches, was 
termed important and the General Coun- 
cil will be asked to commit this to the 
Board of Church Extension for research. 

Matters relating to securing a director 
of research will be considered at the 
April 24 meetings. Four additional 
members are to be added to the commit- 
tee. 


Latourette Points to Challenge 
Amid Present-Day World Forces 


Forces which today are remaking 
the world are coming from lands where 
the Christian gospel has taken root, 
Kenneth Scott Latourette recently told 
Austin (Texas) Presbyterian theological 
students and others. The chronic group 
sins of mankind, he said, have reached 
their greatest dimensions in Christen- 
dom. 

The professor of missions and Oriental 
history in Yale University, delivering 
the Settles lectures at the Texas semi- 
nary, lectured twice daily for a week 
on “The Advancing Church in an Age 
of Storm.” 

The present age, he said, has seen 
the emergence of a new world culture 
marked by the growth of science, in- 
crease of population, revolutionary de- 
mands by the common man, nationalism, 
democracy, socialism, communism, secu- 
larism. These forces, stemming from 
the Occident, he said, have had their 
origin and greatest development in lands 
where the Christian gospel has taken 
root. 

According to the Yale professor, it 
would not have been surprising if the 
emerging of this world culture, with 
indifference and hostility to the gospel, 
had resulted in the decline of the Chris- 
tian faith. It has had tremendous effect, 
he said; a process of de-Christianization 
has set in. In Europe millions have 
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Missionaries in Korea give English lessons on government- 
sponsored radio program, using the Bible as a textbook. 


INDUSTRIALIZATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Growing tensions from increasing industrialization pose prob- 
lem for Christians. 


OUR HAND TO THE PLOW 


The Church continues its witness in Communist-held China. 


THE DOORS ARE OPEN 


Potential Christians on six foreign fields await the message 
members of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., can send them. 
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The significance of the marriage ceremony to the Christian 
home. 
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dropped away from the church and it 
has become a self-conscious minority. 
In the United States this process has 
been aided by the fact that the nation 
was begun by a de-Christianized popu- 
lation, with only five out of every hun- 
dred of the early settlers being mem- 
bers of any church. 


Gains Have Been Made 
In spite of the great losses in the 
age of storm, Dr. Latourette said, there 
have been tremendous gains in Christen- 
dom, as among the younger 
churches. The gospel has been received 
by more people, he 
greater geographical gains, and it has 
become more deeply rooted than ever 
before. ‘‘The gains are amazing,”’ the 
professor said, ‘“‘in view of the fact that 
only a small minority of the member- 
ship of the church ever been 
seriously concerned with the missionary 
task given by Christ. Compared to the 
resources which the church has dedi- 
cated to the spread of the gospel, the 
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results have been unbelievable.” 

Dr. Latourette’s concluding challenge 
came in these words: “In spite of the 
threats of the age of storm, the church 
must not take counsel of its fears but 
of the commands of Christ. Christians 
must take God at his word, dream in 
large terms, and reach the entire human 
race for our God.”’ 





The Inquiring 
Reporter Asks 


In connection with Dr. Marion’s 
discussion in our Jan. 16 issue, do 
you think segregation is Christian? 


———— 











R. MURPHY WILLIAMS, JR., Minis- 
ter, Staunton, Va—Dr. Marion’s com- 
parison of the South's attitude toward 
slavery in 1850 and segregation in 1950 
is startling. I believe that ‘‘Southern 
Presbyterians” of 2050 will, in the light 
of intervening events, put them in the 
same category. 

JOHN R. ROSEBRO, Minister, Char- 
lotte, N. C. —If segregation means the 
denial of their civic rights and of equal 
economic opportunity to some citizens 
on account of their race, then it is un- 
Christian in spirit. 

W. G. FOSTER, Jr., Minister, Alex- 
andria, La.—Segregation is not Chris- 
tian but is necessary to safeguard both 
races until the Spirit of Christ instead 
of the spirit of the age controls the 
masses. 

R. A. HARRISON, Mederator, Synod 
of Oklahoma, Broken Bow—No. God’s 
word gives no basis for it: One creation 
for us all (Acts 17:26); one plan of sal- 


vation for all (John 3:16); one reward 
for all (II Tim. 4:8). 

NAME WITHHELD, Atlanta—Bible 
history, a close acquaintance with fine 
educated Negroes for thirty years make 
me say segregation is the only Christian 
answer to this question. 

OSWALD DELGADO, Minister, Lutz, 
Fla.—No! However, to force an issue 
packed with so much emotional preju- 
dice is unwise. Only those with the love 
of Christ in their thinking are willing 
to admit that segregation is un-Chris- 
tian. (These seem to be in the minor- 
ity.) 

JOHN S. STEELE, Minister, Great 
Falls, S. C.—No! Ido not. But I do 
believe that people in general and Chris- 
tian people in particular need more of 
God’s Spirit before it can be done away 
with. (This is not all I think but the 25- 
word limit is used up.) 

(To be continued.) 


Florida Girl Gets Prize in 
Stewardship Essay Contest 


Natalie Grace Merritt, of Cove 
Gardens, Panama City, Fla., is the win- 
ner of first prize in this year’s Chris- 
tian stewardship essay contest. This 
award, carrying a $100 prize, has been 
announced by J. G. Patton, Jr., execu- 
tive secretary of the Assembly’s Gen- 
eral Council. 

Other winners included: Nancy Mc- 
Laurin Lee, of the School for the Deaf, 
Danville, Ky., second prize of $50; Jane 
Carswell, Spring Lake, N. C., third prize, 
$25. Honorable mention, with $10 
awards went to Mary Dudley Steer, 
Greenwood, S. C.; Phyllis Alexander, 
Johnson City, Tenn., and Gwynneth 
Mary Davies, Webster Groves, Mo. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





The First Gentile Church 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 5 


Acts 11:19-26; 13:1-3 


Antioch stood at the northeast corner 
of the Mediterranean, where the great 
caravans from the East met the mer- 
chant vessels from the West. With a 
population of a half-million, it was the 
third largest city in the Roman world, 
the capital of the province of Syria, 
“cosmopolitan in the highest degree, 
wealthy, luxury-loving, and licentious.”’ 
Roman wealth, Greek aestheticism (love 
of the beautiful), and Oriental luxury 
combined to make it one of the most 
beautiful and one of the most fascinat- 
ing cities in the world, but also one 
of the foulest and most depraved. Its 
famous amusement center, the Grove 
of Daphne, was so wicked and immoral 
that the word ‘‘Daphne”’ became a syno- 
nym for all that was evil. Soldiers 
who visited it, even on furlough, were 
immediately dismissed from the army. 
When the satirist Juvenal wanted to 
sum up in one line the moral degrada- 
tion of Rome, the most scornful re- 
proach he could find is that the “Syrian 
Orontes (the river, on whose banks 
Antioch was situated) has flowed into 
the Tiber.” 


I. Practice Brotherhood 

Here in Antioch something ‘‘new un- 
der the sun” had occurred. The earliest 
Christians were all Jews, and as they 
scattered out from Jerusalem they had 
shared the good news about Jesus only 
with Jews. If an occasional Gentile 
(that is, non-Jew) became a Christian, 
he was expected to become a Jew first. 
Peter, it is true, had discovered that 
God was no respecter of persons and 
had baptized Cornelius, a Gentile, but 
this had happened under very unusual 
circumstances, and was not regarded as 
a precedent, even by Peter himself. Here 
at Antioch, on the other hand, Jewish 
Christians told the Gentiles also about 
Jesus, and many of them believed and 
came into the church with no thought 
of becoming Jews. Nothing like this 
had ever happened before. For Jews 
and Gentiles to sit down at the table 
together at their ‘‘love feasts,’’ and 
when they observed the Lord’s Supper, 
to visit in one anothers’ homes and to 
regard one another as brothers in Christ, 
to recognize that no man was better 
than another man because of his race, 
was something that few had ever 
dreamed about before Jesus came into 
the world, and something that had not 
been seen even then until it happened 
here at Antioch. 

When the church at Jerusalem heard 
about it, they sent Barnabas to inves- 
tigate. Never in all his life had he 
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associated with Gentiles, for social in- 
tercourse between Jew and Gentile was 
tabooed in Palestine then as rigorously 
as is social intercourse today between 
whites and blacks in the deepest South; 
it wasn’t easy for him to shed old pre- 
judices which had become a part of 
him (any more than it is for us), but 
Luke tells us that when ‘the came and 
saw the grace of God (i. e., what the 
love of God manifested in Christ had 
done to them) he was glad; and he 
exhorted them all to remain faithful 
to the Lord with steadfast purpose.”’ 
Evidently Barnabas saw that it would 
not be easy to resist the pressure of 
the world, to resist the pressure that 
would be brought to bear upon them 
from many even in the church. Bar- 
nabas was able to rejoice in this new 
manifestation of Christian brotherhood, 
because, as we are distinctly told, ‘“‘he 
Was a good man [otherwise he would 
not have seen the good in other men 
against whom he had been so long pre- 
judiced], full of the Holy Spirit [mani- 
fested here by his willingness to re- 
examine his old prejudices in the light 
of the gospel and in the presence of a 
new situation, or as we might say, to 
follow the leadings of the Spirit in this 
new and novel situation], and of faith 
[faith here to see that God could work 
in unexpected ways]. 

So Barnabas not only approved this 
experiment in Antioch but stayed on 
to help. As a result of his words and 
even more it would appear of his ex- 
ample ‘‘a large company was added to 
the Lord.’ 

Not only did Barnabas rejoice in what 
had been accomplished and proceed to 
throw himself into the work, but he 
also recognized the future importance 
of Antioch, and with true insight, which 
amounted almost to inspiration, he went 
forth to Tarsus and sought out Saul, 
who for nine years had been laboring 
as an obscure home missionary in the 
province of Syria and Cilicia. Barna- 
bas, with that understanding of human 
nature which was his peculiar gift, rec- 
ognized that Saul was the one man who 
was needed in Antioch, and perhaps also 
that Saul needed a larger opportunity 
if he was to make his full contribution 
to the cause of Christ. He went in 
person to Tarsus, found Saul and 
brought him to the metropolis. The 
two men labored together for a whole 
year and taught much people. 


Il. Become ‘Christians” 


The order of the clauses is signifi- 
cant: ‘For a whole year they met with 


the church and taught a large company 
of people; and in Antioch the disciples 
were for the first time called Chris- 
tians.”’ 

The followers of Christ, as we dis- 
cover from a careful reading of the 
Acts, were called by a variety of names 
before and after this time: disciples 
(i. e., learners), believers, brethren, 
saints (i. e., those who were consecrated 
to the service of Christ), those of the 
Way (See Acts 1:15; 5:14; 6:1; 9:2, 
32). Gentiles in Antioch coined the 
name that was to supersede all others 
—Christians. David Smith and others 
think this was an illustration of the 
proverbial wit of the inhabitants of 
Antioch, and that the name was used 
first in ridicule, as the name Metho- 
dist was once used of Wesley and his 
followers. It may be so, but whatever 
prompted the use of the name, it is in 
fact a tribute, even though an unde- 
signed one, to the lives of the follow- 
ers of Jesus in Antioch. Nothing like 
this movement had ever been seen be- 
fore, nothing else had been able to break 
down the barriers, racial, social, eco- 
nomic and religious that divided the 
society of ancient Rome and to bind men 
of diverse origin and status into a genu- 
ine brotherhood of man. 

What was it that the adherents of 
this new faith had in common? Only 
one thing. It was Jesus the Christ, ac- 
knowledged as Savior and Lord. He 
was at the center of their life. It was 
he who had drawn them together, these 
Jews and Gentiles who heretofore had 
been so far apart. Diverse in every 
other respect they were one in him. 
Their whole life centered in Jesus as 
the Christ; of him they spoke, for him 
they lived. It was not long until the 
people in Antioch discovered this fact, 
so they called them Christians. This 
is the first indication that we have of 
the impression that the church began 
to make on the Graeco-Roman world 
when it forsook its early Jewish exclu- 
siveness. The people of Antioch saw 
very plainly that they were Christ’s men. 
It is not without significance that it was 
yere in Antioch, where for the first time 
it was demonstrated that men of diverse 
backgrounds could become one in 
Christ, that disciples of Jesus were first 
called Christians. It is the one name 
today that Methodists and Baptists and 
Presbyterians and Episcopalians and 
Pentecostal Holiness, yes, and Roman 
Catholics, still hold in common, the one 
name that points men to the source of 
our life and of our loyalty. 

Has the church continued to follow 
the lead of the church in Antioch—to 
put Christ at the center of its life—to 
bind men of diverse origin into a true 
brotherhood centering about him? Not 
altogether. Older churches in America 
have not succeeded very well in assimi- 
lating later immigrants to our shores. 
Our own Presbyterian Church is a 
middle class church and does not attract 
the masses of the people. Newer sects, 
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like the Nazarenes and the Church of 
God, are growing rapidly because they 
offer Christian fellowship to people who 
do not feel at home in the older, more 
established churches. The church is di- 
vided not only on social lines but also 
on racial lines. There are 313 denomi- 
nations in the United States, and too 
often men think of us as Presbyterians, 
Methodists, Roman Catholics, and the 
like, rather than as Christians. The 
ideal is for the church to reach out and 
to bring all men within a circle whose 
center and circumference is Christ. Is 
it possible, do you think, to realize this 
ideal? If not, how can the church 
claim that it has the secret of human 
brotherhood, the Good News that will 
heal the hurt of the world? If so, how? 


Ill. Care for the Needy 


The love which Jesus released in the 
hearts of men broke down the barriers 
that separated men from their fellow- 
men; it also widened their sympathies 
for the physical needs of men. 

While Barnabas and Saul were in 
Antioch news came of a famine that 
was spreading throughout the world, of 
people who were hungry not some of 
the time but all of the time. The 
Christians in Antioch took up a collec- 
tion, each man giving as he was able, 
and sent it by Barnabas and Paul to 
help their fellow-Christians in Jeru- 
salem. That seems a little thing to us 
now, but it was something new then— 
people giving money to help people 
whom they had not seen, whom they 
did not know, most of whom belonged 
to another race in another part of the 
world. As the church spread through 
the Roman Empire the spirit manifested 
here likewise spread. Christians gave 
material aid to their fellow-Christians, 
wherever they might be. <A hundred 
years after this particular episode we 
find Lucian, a pagan and one of the 
most popular writers of his day, ridicul- 
ing the Christians for their foolish gen- 
erosity toward men who had no other 
claim on them except that they were 
“brothers” in Christ. But the people 
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generally said, ‘Behold, how those 
Christian love one another’’; and it was 
this practical demonstration of the 
Christian life which as much as any- 
thing else explains the rapid growth of 
the Christian church and its final con- 
quest of the Roman empire. The charit- 
able system of the church was so fully 
developed by this time that Constantine, 
the first Christian emperor, gave to the 
church the responsibility of caring for 
all the poor, the sick and the needy in 
the Roman Empire; and for the first 
time in the history of the world there 
was a systematic effort made to care 
for all of those who were in want. Out 
of this effort came our hospitals, our 
asylums, our homes for orphans and 
the like, almost all the great benevolent 
institutions of our time. 

Being a Christian in Antioch meant 
more than talking about Christ; it 
meant trying to live like Christ; it 
meant shedding old prejudices; it meant 
a willingness to share with men who 
were in need. It came to mean some- 
thing else again. 


IV. Spread the Good News 


The idea of a missionary expedition 
came to leaders of the church in Antioch 
while they ministered and _ fasted. 
‘“‘While they ministered’’—that is, while 
they were busy in the active work of 
their parish, preaching or teaching, en- 
gaged in pastoral work, distributing to 
the needy, conducting the worship of 
the church. ‘‘While they fasted’’—a 
spiritual exercise, closely associated with 
prayer. As they worked together and 
prayed together, they became convinced 
that they should undertake larger 
things for the Lord, that they should 
take Barnabas and Saul and send them 
out toward the west. They agreed that 
this was the work which God himself 
had called them to do. 

Just how the idea came to them we 
do not know. Perhaps it was in a 
workers’ conference that generous, big- 
hearted Barnabas said, ‘“‘The work is 
progressing nicely here in Antioch, but 
over there in Cyprus, where I was born, 
they have never heard the Good News 
which means so much to us here.’’ Saul 
chimed in, ‘I have been thinking of 
that, too. Perhaps we are thinking too 
much of ourselves and not enough of 
others.’”” And Manaen said, “I think 
that Barnabas and Saul are right. I 
move, Mr. Chairman, that we ask the 
church to release these two brethren 
from their labors here, and that we 
send them as our representatives to 
Cyprus, or wherever else the Spirit may 








DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Davidson, North Carolina 


A GOOD PLACE FOR YOUTH 
AN EXCELLENT CHOICE FOR 
AN ENDURING INVESTMENT 











14 


lead them.’”’ And when they had prayeg 
and sought divine guidance they voted 
unanimously to do as Manaen had sug. 
gested. 

Years later Paul told the story to 
Luke. We thought then, he said, that 
it was what Jesus would have us do, 
And now I know that it was his Spirit 
that warmed our hearts and moved ug 
to take the action that we did. And 
we who read know that he was right, 
For with that decision was born the 
formal missionary movement which has 
since girdled the globe. And when we 
meet in Christian groups we pray that 
the same Spirit may lead us. 

What about the missionary movement 
today? Is it more necessary or less 
necessary since World War II has come 
to an end, since the production of the 
atomic bomb has ushered in the new 
age? We might recall in this connec- 
tion that any nation and any group in 
any nation which does not accept the 
moral ideals of Jesus becomes a menace 
to the peace of the world. 

Is it enough to share the gospel or 

must we also share some of our ma- 
terial goods? Vernon S. Broyles said 
to the Atlanta Men’s Convention: ‘The 
primary job facing the church today is 
that of ministering to those in Europe 
and Asia who not only require food and 
clothing for physical needs but also need 
the message of God’s love to bolster a 
failing spiritual strength. . Food 
and clothing, given through Christ, are 
necessary and tangible means of show- 
ing brotherly, Christ-like love. 
It is obvious that Christian workers in 
Europe and Asia do not have enough 
local resources to accomplish the task. 
Only our generous assistance, provided 
in Christ’s name can keep them going.” 
(OUTLOOK, Dec. 12) 

Is it enough to send missionaries to 
preach the gospel, to send physical re- 
lief through Church World Service, if 
we do not at the same time make it 
clear that men of all races and classes 
can become brothers in Christ at home 
and abroad? We have a great oppor- 
tunity here in the South and a grea 
responsibility. How can we make it 
clear that Christian brotherhood is real? 
Read again Kenneth Foreman’s ‘Re- 
trospect and Prospect” of the Atlanta 
Convention (OUTLOOK, Dec. 12): 

“The representatives of Snedecor Me- 
morial Synod were up in the balcony 

.alone and aloof and unparticipat- 
ing, with no chance to get acquainted 
with any of the white men, like visitors 
from the half-light of another world. 

.The theme, ‘Christ Is the Answer’ 
was said and sung and applauded to 
the echo; but it was not always made 
clear just what this would mean if it 
were taken seriously.”’ 

Well, what would it mean? “The 
disciples were called Christians first in 
Antioch.’”’ What must we do to deserve 
that title today? 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re 
ligious Education. ) 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE HUMAN VENTURE IN SEX, 
LOVE AND MARRIAGE. By Peter A. 
Bertocci. Association Press, New York. 
143 pp. $2.50. 

You have been wanting a sound book 
on sex, love and marriage to place in 
the hands of thinking young people. 
Here it is. 

Dr. Bertocci has made a valuable con- 
tribution to the growing literature in 
this field. He does not attempt to cover 
the whole area of marriage but centers 
his thought on the ethical standards 
which should govern sex conduct in and 
out of marriage. He avoids technical 
words for the most part and while the 
book is thoughtful it is quite readable. 

Since the author is concerned with 
positive values, his book should help 
greatly to clarify much confused think- 
ing in regard to sex behavior. It deals 
sincerely and sensitively with basic hu- 
man relationships. This book justifies 
careful study by all who desire ‘‘to 
enter into an experience in which sex 
becomes a source and symbol of pro- 
found joy.” 





ABNER ROBERTSON. 
Richmond, Va. 





BOOKS IN BRIEF 


LIVING THE YEARS. By Edgar A. 
Guest. Reilly & Lee, Chicago. 192 pp., 
$2.00. The latest poems of Eddie Guest, 
many of them prefaced by informal 
notes by the author. Titles include: 
The Baby’s First Kiss, Boys, Hospital 
Gown; and one each about the wives 
of Druggists, Lawyers, Scout Leaders, 
Public Speakers, etc. 


MEMOIRS OF CHILDHOOD AND 





YOUTH. By Albert Schweitzer. The 
Macmillan Co., New York. 78 pp., 
$1.75. Schweitzer tells about his early 


years: his home, teachers—early forces 
that helped to make him. 


YOU CAN’T WIN. By Ernest E. 
Blanche. Public Affairs Press, Wash- 























Write for illustrated catalogue. 


ington, D. O. 155 pp., $2.00. Shows 
how from children’s gambling games to 
national lotteries—you can’t win. 


HERE IS NEW YORK. By E. B. 
White. Harper & Bros., New York. 54 
pp., $1. The scintillating writer for The 
New Yorker, gives a vivid picture of 
America’s greatest city. The sketch first 
appeared in Holiday. 


HOOD: Cavalier General. By Rich- 
ard O’Connor. Prentice-Hall, New 
York, 1949. 316-pp., $4.00. The story 
of one of the Confederacy’s most color- 
ful figures, commander of the Texas 
Brigade that never lost a battle under 
his leadership. This is the first biography 
of Hood to be published. 


GUIDEPOSTS. Edited by Norman 
Vincent Peale. Prentice-Hall, New York. 
255 pp., $1.95. Inspirational messages 
from the magazine, Guideposts, written 
by Gene Tunney, Eddie Rickenbacker, 


J. C. Penney and other laymen. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


Here We Have Stars. Margaret R. See- 
bach. The Muhlenberg Press. $2.50. 

Prince of Egypt. Dorothy Clarke Wilson. 
Westminster Press. $3.50. 

Albert Schweitzer: Genius in the Jungle. 
Joseph Gollomb. Vanguard. $2.75. 

Teach Us to Pray. Charles Francis 
Whiston. The Pilgrim Press. $2.50. 

Old Wine in New Bottles. Gardiner M. 
Day. Morehouse-Gorham Co, $2.00. 

Day by Day We Magnify Thee, Daily 
meditations from lLuther’s writings ar- 
ranged according to the year of the 
church. Compiled and translated by Mar- 
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garete Steiner and Percy Scott. Muhlen- 
berg Press. $2.50. 

Christ's Victory and Ours. Frederick C. 
Grant. Macmillan. $2.00. 


The Best of John A. Hutton. 
Witt Jones. Harpers, $2.00. 

The Atoning Life. Henry Sylvester Nash. 
Harpers. $1.00. 

Signs of Hope. 
pers. $1.00. 

Introduction to the Devout Life. St. 
Francis de Sales. Harpers. $3.00. 

Five Hundred Sketches and Skeletons 
of Sermons. Jabez Burns. Kregel Book 
Store. $4.50. 

Albert Schweitzer: Life and Message. 
Magnus Ratter. Beacon Press. $2.75. 
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J. S. Johnson, Crossnore, N. C., will 4 - : MARSHALL S. WOODSON, President 


become pastor of the Landis Memorial 


and Conley Memorial churches, Route PEACE COLLEGE 
3, Marion, N. C., effective Feb. 1. Z 
E. N. Orr, Tabernacle ARP church, First and second-year college courses; two years of high schools. Transfer, 
oar hy teneral, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. Program develops self control, 
Charlotte, N. C., has accepted a call to academic efficiency, spirtual sincerity. Cultural advantages. Modern equip- 
the Mooresville, N. C., ARP church. ment, beautiful campus. Glee Club, Sports. All courses accredited. Applica- 
During Dr. Orr’s pastorate in Charlotte tions for 1950-1951 session should be made now. For catalogue, write 
that congregation has become the largest William C. Presshy, President, Raleigh, North Carolina. 
in the Associate Reformed denomi- 
nation. He succeeds W. M. Blakely, 


now in Greenville, S. C. QUEENS COLLEGE | 


Lewis H. Lancaster’s address is now 























14 Wanbring Rd., Shanghai, China. A tiberal arts college which offers young 

Frank L. Crown from Port Aransas, women triining for numerous vocations. 
Texas, to 315 Maverick, Crystal City, 4 A; ee ae , Fully accredited. 

Texas. ' Hg , Write THE REGISTRAR for information. 

J. W. Mann from Antioch manse, Red ee 
Springs, N. C., to Kerr, N. C. SIGE 5 — 3 ——s HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 

Z. EK. Lewis from Lynchburg, Va., to : —- 
30x 186, Johnston, S. C. 

J. Stewart Brown, Boone, Iowa, has 
accepted a call to the Bellwood, IIl., 
church, 319 Morris Ave. S th . M hi 

W. Uptegrove Holley from New ou western at emp iS 
Orleans, La., to Box 52, Crystal Springs, we : a : 
Miss. Striving for the best in education and in 
spiritual values. 

; . An excellent investment for enduring and 
| ALLS . . . . 
rewarding dividends, the enrichment of hv. 

J. W. McQueen, Birmingham, Ala., man lives. 
has been called to the Oglethorpe Peyton N. Rhodes, President. 
church, Atlanta, Ga. 

J. L. Griggs, Charlotte, N. C., has 
been called to the Gordon Street church, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Charlotte, North Carolina, 
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TO BE LICENSED 

Pitzer Lyons, Holston Presbytery can- ‘ r th I f licati 
. ‘ a , : riew > ver of applications 
didate for the ministry, will be licensed In view of the number of applica 
in his home church, Rogersville, Tenn., received for session of 1950-51, those de- 
April 11. Upon completion of his work siring to enter at that time should apply 
at Louisville Seminary in May he ex- 
pects to accept a call to the Pewee Val- 
ley, Ky., church (USA). 


immediately. 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
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J. Leighton Green, 78, died at his 
home in Ft. Worth, Texas, Jan. 6. Dr. 


* a 

Green, who had been retired since 1941, Davis and Elkins College A nes Scott 

was stated clerk of Mid-Texas Presby- Elkins, West Virginia 4 

earls lattes wae eats SC: | a tourrear college for men and Coll 

since 1908 he had held pastorates in ae < O vege 

Texee. Member of and accredited by North 

Central Association of Colleges and 
Benjamin H. Franklin, 81, died at Secondary Schools. 

Columbia, S. C., Dee. , after a long Emphasizes Christian Character 

illness. Mr. Franklin’s last pastoral and thorough scholarship. 

service before his retirement was in the Personal interest in the individual 

Aimwell church at Ridgeway, S. C., student. 

where he labored for 17 years. Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
H. Spencer Edmunds, 55, pastor of the mate; modern buildings; excellent 

First church (USA), Easton, Pa., died equipment. 

January 1. For eighteen years before A splendidly trained faculty of 

going to Pennsylvania, Dr. Edmunds Christian men and women 

was pastor of the Second church, Roa- A good place for an investment.. President J. R. McCain 


noke, Va. He had been critically il! R B. PURDUM, President 
since shortly after Thanksgiving. 
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